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Arguments For and Against the League of Nations and the U.S Involvement in World War I
The end of World War I left many countries devastated, but mainly, it left suspicion and doubts of whether another war would emerge. As a result, leaders from various countries lobbied the need to establish a peace treaty that would prevent another World War from happening. The establishment of the League of Nations was as a countermeasure to the emergence of another World War. In the United States, the move to establish League of Nations by President Woodrow Wilson was met with strong opposition from critics who expressed their concerns over the decision by the president. This essay examines the shifting in foreign policy goals and national ideals of American involvement in the World War I. 
In the wake of establishing the League of Nations that was supposed to protect the world from plunging into another World War, President Woodrow Wilson faced opposition from critics who explained the reasons they believe were against the formation of the treaty. Led by Henry Cabot Lodge, the critics or the isolationists claimed that the United States had not the obligation to get involved in the other countries’ affairs. They opposed the provisions of the League’s Covenant which allowed all members to help any member threatened by external aggression. As explained in the points against the League of Nations, Cabot explained that the United States reserves to itself the right to decide and make choices on what questions that are within its domestic jurisdictions (Lodge, 1919). In the Senate, Senator Robinson is among the isolationists who argued against the League of Nations citing that the ratification could not accomplish any useful purpose (U.S. Senate Debate, 1919).
In support of the League of Nations, President Wilson in his final address argued that being part of the League would help fight injustices against humanity. President Wilson cited that no one country could achieve peace on its own without the assistance of the League (President Woodrow Wilson, 1919). The same reasons caused United States to join World War I.  In his address to joint Congress meeting to the declaration of war against Germany, President Woodrow Wilson cited lack of achievement of peace as one of the reasons that were compelling the United States to join the war. 
After the sinking of the British ocean liner by the German submarines where more than 2,000 people including the 128 American merchants died, President Wilson thought its neutrality was not working (President Woodrow Wilson, 1917). President Wilson claimed that peace could never be maintained except by a partnership of democratic nations (President Woodrow Wilson, 1917). The same reasons that isolationists cited against the League of Nations are the same reasons that the United States relied on before joining the war. The neutrality point was adopted because the United States saw no need to interfere in international affairs. However, this was not working after the sinking of the British merchant ship. As a result, President Wilson while addressing the Congress claimed that the armed neutrality approach that the United States adopted was impracticable (President Woodrow Wilson, 1917). 
In conclusion, the United States initially did not consider joining World War I because the country’s leadership thought that neutrality was the best stance. However, after its people were among the population that sunk in the British merchant ship, the leadership, under President Wilson realized that international peace could not be achieved alone, but except through partnership with democratic countries, which led to the signing of the League of Nations treaty among other international peace treaties.
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